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outflank and defeat him at MAGENTA (4th June). As a result
of this battle the Austrians were compelled to evacuate
Lombardy, while Napoleon and Victor Emmanuel entered
Milan in triumph. Furthermore, the Austrian garrisons had
to be withdrawn from the Duchies and Romagna to defend
Venetia, with the result that the inhabitants of those provinces
rose and proclaimed their union with Piedmont. The Emperor
Francis Joseph took over the command of his troops in person ;
but while he was wearying them by marching backwards and
forwards between two alternative lines of defence, the allies
fell upon him at SOLFERINO (24th June). After one of the
fiercest battles of the century, the Austrians were forced to
retire to the Quadrilateral. The Italians were eagerly following
up their victory when they were thunderstruck by the news
that Napoleon had signed an armistice with Francis Joseph at
VILLAFRANCA (i2th July).
There were a variety of considerations impelling him to this
course. Unaccustomed to the grim realities of war, his nerve
had been shaken by the sights and sounds of the battlefield of
Solferino. Moreover, he knew that an attack on the fortresses
of the Quadrilateral would certainly entail further heavy losses,
and might end in a repulse which would be disastrous for his
position in France. Lastly, several of the German states were
showing signs of coming to the support of Austria, and Prussia
had actually begun to mobilise an army on the Rhine. So
without consulting his ally he sent enquiries as to peace terms
to Francis Joseph. The two Emperors agreed that Lombardy
should be ceded to Victor Emmanuel, but that Venetia should
remain under Francis Joseph, while the Duchies were to be
restored to their Dukes and the Romagna to the Pope. The
details were worked out and the definitive treaty signed at
Zurich some months later.
Despite his disappointment, Victor Emmanuel realised that
he must bow to necessity in the hope that circumstances would
allow of a further advance before long; but Cavour, over-
wrought by months of strain and anxiety, was quite thrown off